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The objective of this research is mainly to investigate the social carrying
capacity (SCC) of the adventure tourism in Thailand with special reference to the case
study of Keg Rafting, Phitsanulok. The Keg Rafting is one of the well-known site for
adventure tourism that highlights rafting experience that attracted over 7,000 rafters
during rainy season (from July to October) and national park visiting and sightseeing in
the nearby area. Beyond the rafting experience, tourists have options for visiting the
Minority Culture (the Mhong Tribe Villages), the national park (the Thung Salaeng Luang),
mountainous view, and other sightseeing. Over the past 5 years, the number of tourists
increased continuously and the tourism businesses that includes hotel, boat renting,
restaurant, tour guide, and others, expanded rapidly.

There are however trade-offs in many ways, notably, the increased amount of
municipal waste and the burden of cleaning up and, perhaps, the most sensitive issue,
the social concerns that the tourism may run the risk of unsustainability if the number of
tourists expand beyond the limit, i.e., the carrying capacity.

The researcher formulates the conceptual model that tries to infer about SCC
from field survey that includes stakeholders’ interview. Five groups of stakeholders are

interviewed during rafting season (July — October) of 2007 and 2008, namely, (i) 415
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samples of tourists, (i) 341 samples of local inhabitants; (iii) 34 samples of local
entrepreneurs; (iv) 2 samples of government officials who are involved or employed in
the Thung Salaeng Luang National Park and in the Khao Kra Yang Plantation; and (v)
local government personnels in 2 Tambon Administrative Organizations (Kaeng Sopha and
Wang Nok Aen).

The researcher compiled information that include the economic, social and
environment impacts from adventure tourism and, from this dataset, an analysis is
carefully undertaken that include descriptive statistics, mean-comparison test, and
estimation based on regression model.

Among the major findings were: (i) the SCC ranges from 199 to 1,038 tourists
per day depending upon the viewpoint of the stakeholders; (ii) assessing from
stakeholder balance weighted, the SCC was 519 tourist per day or 63,758 tourists per
season that means the potential to increase the number of tourists is still possible and
that will yield economic benefits to the local community; (iii) there should be an attempt
to diversify or spread inbound tourists during the weekdays and to lengthen the number
of tourism day together with the promotion of stakeholders participation in environmental
responsibility; (iv) an environment fund at Village or Tambon levels can be arranged and
make use of money to take good care of environment from contribution of stakeholders
or from the collective activities among villagers that include sale of souvenirs, tourists’
donation, fee parking and public goods; (v) in order to have an efficiency, the community
should be involved in the public service management, for example parking lot, toilet,
safety etc. and (vi) there should be a support for the government sector, local
administration organization, entrepreneurs and local community to participate in making

an integrated tourism plan that will bring the sustainable development to Keg rafting.





