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The major purpose of this study was fo find out the policy formation for
agricultural drought solution. Kaosai sub-district, Tapkhlo district, Phichit province was
chosen as the case study areas. The mix methodological method was then implemented.
Firstly, analysis of environmental social, and administrative factor was presented. For the
environmental factors, examining the drought risk area was applied. A total of 16
variables were grouped into 4 different areas; rainfall, watershed and groundwater
potential distance from water sources and topography/soil. The Geographic Information
System was applied along with discriminant statistic. For the administrative factor, the
Ministry of Finance on the implementation of spending advance budget for relief of
people in disaster B.E. 2546 was implemented. Evaluation was conducted with the CIPP
Model. Data collection was conducted by interviewing the Commissioners of the
Assistance for Disaster Victims at district and provincial level. Secondly, the change in
occupational structure and farmer's adaptation when facing drought crisis were
examined. Analysis of social factors composing of culturing behavior and drought
problem-solving behavior was performed. The questionnaires were instrumental to
interview 271 household farmers, and the in—depth interview guideline was used to

interview the disaster victims. Lastly, to set of recommendations for agricultural drought
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problem-solving policy. The finding derived the policy environment factors and related
previous researches on agricultural drought.

The results indicated that Kaosai sub-district was reported of moderate to
highest level, accounting for 46,378 rai (65.17%). The identified risk areas mainly were
located in the village 11 and 14 eastward. The 15 spatial variables could explain the risky
drought area by 72.8%. Regarding to relationship between environmental and drought
risk factor, it found that drought risk has related with the topography/soi (R = 0.96), which
was greater than other factors. Similarly, a length distanced from irrigation area, water
pump station, and levels of height were highly related with drought risk.

Regarding the nature of drought, the study found that drought can occur in 2
different sessions of farming. The first session was called “Dry Spell”, in which farming or
planting can be adjourned, a presence of the use of selected shorter-lifespan rice
species and increased harvest. The later was called “drought”, which farmers could do
nothing more than waiting for compensation pay provided by government, which such
compensation was to be invested for next farming and expense of living.

The policy evaluation indicated that the Task Force Team had a lack of
knowledge and comprehension about agricultural damages. Regarding input factor, the
Commissioners of the Assistance for Disaster Victims were headmen appointed by
provincial govérnor only, and there was no commissioners from other organizations
involved. Government reserve was insufficient to compensate those disaster victims.
Regarding procedures, risk area proclamation was under the responsibility of the
provincial governor which environmental objective data was not being taken into
consideration to support decision—-making. Compensation was retarded due to drought
covering district level in which recourse from higher level; province, and ministry was
required. After the end of drought, neither evaluation, nor follow-up, nor recourse
requirement was established and carried out by the government sector. Some disaster
victims  had not been given assistance equitably due to the Commissioners’

performance.
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According to the results of the study, the author proposed 2 options in relation to
drought problem-solving; firstly, policy and administrative factor should be applied in
stage of poiicy‘formation, and assistance given to the disaster victims should be as
follows; enhancing public knowledge about drought issues, contemplating the social
change and adaptation. For the input factor, joint-committee should be established at all
levels: district, provincial, national. Moreover, exposing the communication channel and
proclamation requirement for risk area needed to be set up. Then, developing the victims
database, follow—up system have to be focused. Furthermore, the evaluation for
assistance, as well as community-based drought risk management. Secondly, the crop

insurance should be applied with the establishment of the disaster victim’s fund.





