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The survey research was conducted for the following purposes: (1) to
investigate factors affecting perceptions of political news among parliamentary
officials, and (2) to investigate their level of knowledge regarding political
news. The sample population consisted of 150 of parliamentary officials (at
the level of director) from the Office of the Secretariat of the House of
Representatives. A questionnaire to be filled out by the respondent, was used
as the main instrument for data collection by self-responses. The data was
then analyzed in terms of statistics in the form of frequencies, percentages,
means, and standard deviation. The initial hypotheses were tested using a
t-test, f-test, and One-way ANOVA. The paired analyses on differences were
based on Scheffe’s method in cases where statistically significant differences
were found.

It was found that most officials had strong awareness of political news
and understood that political news received via the mass media was highly
useful. TV was the most useful and credible source of such news, followed by
newspapers, the Internet and radio and magazines, respectively. It was also
found that perception of news through individual contact was at a moderate
level and colleagues were the medium through which they received the most
information-information that was of maximum benefit to them. But news from
their immediate supervisors proved to be the most credible. In addition, it was
found that generally different attributes of samples, i.e. gender, age,
educational, background, marital status, and salary yielded different results
with regard to how the sample perceived news and understood politics. The
individuals sampled who received different levels of exposure to political
news from media and from other individuals would have different levels of

perception and understanding of political news.





