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This thesis is concerned with (1) the development of Thai political
parties, and with (2) the dynamics of how two political parties, the Democrat
Party and the Chat Thai Party, have evolved into political institutions.

Findings show that the Democrat Party has maintained its status as a
political institution more successfully than has the Chat Thai Party. In addition,
it has been found that there are more leadership changes in the Democrat Party
than in the Chat Thai Party as a result of differences in internal party politics.
However, in both parties, the process of leadership change was conducted
peacefully. Moreover, both parties have been active political parties for a long

time, and as such have been able to maintain their statuses as political institutions.

In addition, it is found that the Democrat Party is more varied and structurally
complex than the Chat Thai Party. Finally, accordingly, rotation in holding
leadership posts 1s more pronounced in the Democrat Party than in the Chat

Thai Party.





