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This thesis studies motivations for studying medicine on the part of
medical students at Rangsit University. In this connection, the following
factors are considered: personal characteristics, institutional characteristics,
expectations, and people of concern to the student. The classification of
variables is in terms of gender, learning achievements, the number of times
entrance exams have been taken, whether or not the students have enrolled in
other institutions, the educational level of parents or guardian, the occupation
of parents or guardian, and the income of parents or guardian.

The population sample comprises 300 medical students from class
years first-sixth in the first semester of the academic year 2006. Sample

members were selected by proportional stratified sampling. The research tool
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consisted of a questionnaire detailing motivations in studying at the medical
school couched at the reliability level of 0.87. The statistical techniques used
were in the form of percentages, mean scores, standard deviation, t-test and
one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA).

The findings are as follows:

1. Overall, medical students are highly motivated to study at the
School of Medicine at Rangsit University. In terms of each individual aspect,
it was found that the level of motivation in studying at Rangsit University was
highest with regard to personal characteristics, followed in descending order
by their expectations and institutional characteristics. People of concern to the
student influence motivation only at a moderate level.

2. Medical students with differences in gender, learning achievement,
the number of times they have taken entrance exams, whether having
previously been enrolled in other institutions or not, the educational level of
their parents or guardian, the occupation of their parents or guardian, and the
income of their parents or guardian differentially affected their motivation to
study medicine. This is the case in regard to the following: personal
characteristics, institutional characteristics, expectations, and people of

concern to the student, was not statistically significant level at .05.





