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The research aims to increase heat transfer rate of a single thermosyphon and
tube bank of thermosyphon in heat exchanger using ultrasonic wave. The wave
enhances better boiling process of thermosyphon working fluid. Experimental study is
carried out to show influence on the heat transfer rate when applying ultrasonic wave.
Experimental results are used to develop the empirical model of convective heat
transfer coefficient for boiling process (he)) at evaporation section. The model is
integrated to the simulation program to predict heat transfer rate of a heat exchanger
of thermosyphon type.

Experimental set up is composed of a copper thermosyphon having 0.029-m
inside diameter, 0.0012-m tube thickness, 0.52-m adiabatic section length, 0.16-m
evaporator and condenser sections lengths. Water is used as heat transfer fluid for
both hot and cold sides. Hot fluid temperature is varied between 35 °C to 65 °C, and
cold fluid temperature is controlled constantly at 5 °C. Three types of working fluid in
the thermosyphon are tested: water, acetone and methanol. Filling ratio is almost 50%
of evaporator section. The ultrasonic generator is installed below the evaporator
section creating ultrasonic wave between 8 kHz to 14 kHz.

Experimental results of the single thermosyphon showed that the ultrasonic
wave increased heat transfer rate of thermosyphon by 20% to 60%, depending on (1)
working fluid type, (2) temperature level of high temperature source, and (3)
frequency of ultrasonic wave. The most applicable ultrasonic frequency is 8 kHz. The
mathematical models of the ratio between Nusselt number having ultrasonic (Nuy)
and without ultrasonic (Nuy, ), to predict the convective heat transfer coefficient for
boiling at evaporator section, were developed empirically for three working fluids in

the following form:
Nuno,ul ? fmax Patm

Where, Co, C; and C; of water are 0.162, 0.426 and -1.676 respectively,
those of acetone are 1.577, 0.138 and -1.208, respectively, and
those of methanol are 1.403, 0.234 and -1.003, respectively.

The predicted results from simulation program of thermosyphon-heat
exchanger showed that ultrasonic enabled increasing of heat transfer rate of the heat
exchanger, especially in case of water working fluid. Heat transfer rate of water
thermosyphon was increased by 9.60% to 14.63%. However, the thermosyphon heat
exchanger using acetone and methanol working fluid was increased their heat trasfer

rates by ultrasonic about 7.63%-23.91%. If the inlet temperature of hot air stream was

raised by 5°C, the heat transfer rate was increased by 13.22%-42.60%. In contrary,
increasing of cold fluid inlet temperature about 5°C reduced heat transfer rate by
11.43%-20.40%. The highest heat transfer tare was achieved when both hot and cold
steam had similar flow rate, and each of 0.1 kg/s increment resulted in increasing of
heat transfer rate by 30.45% to 61.40%.

In summary, the ultrasonic wave can obviously increase heat transfer rate of
thermosyphon using water, acetone and methanol working fluids, in the operating
temperature approximately 5°C below their boiling points. The power supply required
for ultrasonic generator is only 5% of heat transfer power. The energy ratio between
amount of thermal energy transfer and electrical energy input to ultrasonic was
approximately 20 time in case of 8 kHz wave frequency. The calculated results
showed that ultrasonic is appropriated to tube bank thermosyphon-heat exchanger,
especially in the operating temperature between 35°C to 65°C.





