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This study deals with the state’s post-liberalization strategy in regard to
maritime transport. The research results are then applied to governmental
problems involving fair trade competition in the shipping business, dispute
settlement on Thai vessels, and barriers to the development of the Thai
mercantile fleet. It is hoped this will allow the formulation of an effective
strategic plan for solving these problems.

This study is a qualitative research study utilizing documentary research,
including data mined from the Internet. Guidelines derived from the General
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and the Understanding on Rules and
Procedures Governing the Settlement of Disputes 1994 (DSU) are correlated

with Thai legal requirements.

This study accordingly finds that major obstructions are a paucity of
specialists, insufficient budget and unsuitable laws. Therefore, the Thai
government will have to provide funds effectively conducive to carrying out
the following goals:

1. To provide fair trade and free trade

2. To reduce time and expense for dispute settlement in the World
Trade Organization (WTO).

3. To increase market share for Thai vessels, and thereby decrease

dependence on foreign vessels.





