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ABSTRACT

221010

Temple rules (Keut Wat), housing beliefs (Keut Ban), prosodies of Buddhist
principles (Kraao Dhamma), folksongs (Kraao Joi), poetic literatures (Kraao Saw)
of Lanna,’ are written in Thai long books made of wood pulp, called Pup-sa. Most
elderly have remembered and continuously practiced on them without reviewing
what has been written in the books.

Main components of Lanna houses, such as wells and Rom-lin (gutters
linked between gables of the main house and the small one), represent the
indigenous knowledge of realizing values in saving energy for a long time. This
also includes ways of understanding and being close to the nature by storing
water to be used without lining water plumbs into houses; thus, there is no cost
spent for supply systems to the society from the core centre.

Since the time when northern people believed in spirits until adopted
Buddhism into Lanna Kingdom, models of society, lifestyle, art and culture,
language accent, tradition, ritual and belief, have absorbed influences and effects
through arts and. cultures of other ethnic groups outside the Kingdom.
Furthermore, through wars, land expansions and peaceful intrusions, including
incessant developments and rapid changes along with gaining passages in
producing construction materials, these have created beliefs, orders, living
cultures and folk wisdoms which are regarded complex, profound, idiosyncratic
and transformed into simplicity without adhering to former rules.

Before getting deteriorated and rotten, old woods are high-priced and
squandered in maintenance. Old-structure houses are therefore oversold and
renovated into new wood-and-brick houses in the form of ‘Ruralism’, both
appropriated to contemporary lifestyles and lower-budgeted in construction than
sale price. Owners of new houses therefore have more saving money. According
to this, the number of old-structure houses in Payao Province is lower to be seen

and possible to be disappeared in the future. 1





