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This .résearch study aims to find out and compare plant names in local Thai dialects
in the Northern Lower Part of Thailand consisting of 9 provinces and seek for a variation of
plant names among connecting areas in such the 9 provinces. The data collection was
done in every 9 main districts and 28 districts in 16 connecting areas, making the total of 37
points. In collecting the data, a list of 174 plant names was used, with picture, as an
interviewing form. The resuits show that plant names consist of up to 3 parts: 3 groups of
plant class terms, core plént names and plant name modifiers in the order plant class
terms I - plant class terms Il - plant class terms Il - core plant names - plant name
modifiers. The difference of local plant names from the Standard Thai and among local
plant name themselves concerns 2 issues: using distinct names and using same names. In
using the same names, there appears a variety of forms and meanings: difference in
phonemes, different amount of sytlables, different modifiers, use and un-use of modifiers,
different class terms and use and un-use of class terms. It is also found that, in average,
over 80 percent of local plant names from the total 174 names in the local areas are used
differently from those ones in the Standard Thai. Moreover, in average, the difference of
plant names used in the 9 districts from the Standard Thai is about 20 percent. Finally, plant
names in the connecting areas are more different from those ones used in their own 9 main

districts than from the districts in other provinces, but in the same connecting areas.





