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The study of “an analysis of the beliefs from Khamphiphaetsatsongkhroh, Wat
Phra Chetuphon Wimonmungkhalaram Ratchaworamahawiharn Schbol, Traditional
Medical Books” has an objective to analyse the beliefs on causes of iliness, diagnosis
and treatment as found in Khamphiphaetsatsongkhroh, Tradition Medical Books.

The study reveals the beliefs on causes of illness as appeared in
Khamphiphaetsatsongkhroh, Wat Phra Chetuphon Wimonmungkhalaram
Ratchaworamahawiharn School, Traditional Medical Books that life is the
5 Khantas comprising of Rupa, Wetthana, Sanya, Sangthara and Winyana. Body is the
4 elements of Mahaputi that are composed of the Earth, Water, Wind and Fire. Body is in
good health when there is a balance of such 4 elements. The illness of human being
comprises of botﬁ physical and mental causes. For physical aspect, there are two
factors leading to illness. On the first place, it is believed that sickness is caused by the
patient himself as a result of the imbalance of the body comprising 3 elements; namely
Dhatu Samutthan, Age Samutthan and human being’s behaviour. On the second place,

sickness is caused by surrounding nature comprising of 3 elements ; namely Redu
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" Samutthan, Kala Samutthan and Prathet Samutthan. As for mental aspect, 2 factors
regarding extenal society are the causes of mental sickness, that are superstition;
, dr'ea,dfu,l sermon and Kwan. It is believed that supernatural power which is sacred things,
ghosts and spirit also cause mental illness.

It is also found that there are 5 main steps of characters of the beliefs
concerning . diagnosis and treatment, which are inquiry of personal data; physical
examination; inspection of influences of stars and the solar system; exploration of
powerful objects and summary of the diagnosis for the treatment in various forms
including both physical and mental treatment. Physical treatment comprises of 4
aspects that are herbal treatment; behaviour improvement, hand treatment and animal
treatment. As for mental treatment, there are 3 alternative ways : the treatment by using
powerful sermon; meditation practice and Morananusati treatment. Moreover, the
analysis of the beliefs from Khamphiphaetsatsongkhroh, Wat Phra Chetuphon
Wimonmungkhalaram Ratchaworamahawiharn School, Traditional Medical Books
according to the Thai traditional medicine by analysing ‘the beliefs on causes of
illness and beliefs on diagnosis and treafment could be concluded into 2 main important
issues. Firstly, the treatment using scientific approach derived from the research and
trial is so efficient ‘and somewhat systematic according to the written document.
Secondly, the treatment using supernatural power to become more sacred and efficient
is just a supplementary element to make doctors and patients feel more confident.

The understanding of the Thai traditional medicine treatment process relating to
the beliefs on causes of illness, diagnosis and treatment from Khamphiphaetsatsongkhroh
is the study from the nature integrated with the folklore of the community and religious
belief. It discloses that the way of living is in harmony with the nature. The Thai
traditional process of both physical and mental treatment which is called “multi-modal
treatment” as well as the systematic knowledge having its identity regarding the
integration of medical books can be used in the learning and teaching process in the
Thai traditional medical school. The popular guidebook is Phaetsatsongkhroh, version

Wat Phra Chetuphon Wimonmungkhalaram Ratchaworamahawiharn, Traditional Medical
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School, which has been used as a guidance for medical care. Students are required to
_pass the test on its contents to get a medical permit for carrying out a profession of é
;jbéritme,dical‘doctor. This is a cultural phenomenon arisen from the necessity to find
: Wayé to relieve the iliness so as to save human lives and to eradicate the agony of the
people in the Thai society. It has become cultural heritage of which the knowledge is
transferred continuously from one generation to other generations and should be

considered to be an alternative to take good care of health and suitably adjust to the

present way of life.





