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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research entitled “Politics in the Management of Ping River Basin
Working Group of Nakornsawan Province for Solving the B.E. 2553 severe drought were 1) to
study the process of policy and budget formulation in water resource management of Ping River
Basin Working Group of Nakornsawan Province 2) to examine the impacts of politics on the
performance of Ping River Basin Working Group of Nakornsawan Province in solving screme
drought problem, and 3) to investigate the impacts of interest groups on the performance of Ping
River Basin Working Group of Nakornsawan Province in solving severe drought problem.

This research was done qualitatively by means of documentary research and in-dept
interviews of four representatives of Nakornsawan Province of Ping River Basin Working Group
of Nakornsawan. They were 1) the Director of Nakornsawan Province Irrigation Project, 2)
Local Office of Nakornsawan Province, 3) Desaster Prevention and Mitigation Nakornsawan
Provincial Office, and 4) the civil society representative, Mr. Prasong Inkhun.

The results showed that 1) the process of policy and budget formulation in water
resource management of Ping River Basin Working Group of Nakornsawan Province was done
according to the rules of the Office of the Prime Minister in the national management of water

resource ordered by National Water Resource Committee and Ping River Basin Working Group.
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2) For the study of the impacts of politics on the performance o-f Ping River Basin
Working Group of Nakornsawan Province in solving the severe drought problem, it was found
that politics had impact on the performance of Ping River Basin Working Group of Nakornsawan
Province in terms of budget allocation of concerned agencies. However, national level politics did
not has impact on performance because this working group was comprised of state representatives
whose power and duty were assigned by the Office of the Prime Minister. Study also found that
local — level politics dose not has any impact on performance nor budget allocation of the
Working Group.

3) For the impact of interest groups on solving severe drought problem, it was revealed
that interest groups did not have solving impact on the work of working Group due to
concerned agencies did not allow there working groups to participate in working group’s policy

or direction





