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The administrative activities of the Sangha Council in Thailand are the
exercising of governing power over Buddhist monks under the Discipline and
the laws of the country. There is an administrative organization of the Sangha
Council comprising His Holiness the Supreme Patriarch, Sangha Supreme
Council and ecclesiastical administrative officers in the chief monk level in
the hierarchical order down to abbots and deputy abbots. The laws designate
that the Sangha Supreme Council is the highest administrative organization
having His Holiness the Supreme Patriarch as the chairman, authorized to
promulgate the regulations of Sangha Supreme Council, to issue the rules, set
the regulations, issue orders, have resolution or issue the announcements,
which are not against the Doctrine and the Discipline and the laws. The

Sangha Supreme Council promulgated the regulations of Sangha Supreme



185978

Council to have any Buddhist monk leave monkhood in case the monk
violates the Discipline. The decision made by Sangha Supreme Council is
accounted to be final and such Buddhist monk is unable to request for
reconsidering the decision. The order of the Sangha Council which is

the administrative order that allows the accused monk to ask for reconsidering
the decision is the only case, that is the order to punish any ecclesiastical
administrative officer, in case of his guilty regarding inappropriate behavior
violating the ethics of ecclesiastical administrative officers. The accused
monk who is punished by the administrative order of the Sangha Council
cannot object by filing any lawsuit to the Administrative Court, as the
Administrative Government Work Procedures Act of 1996, Section 4(9),
designated that it is prohibited to apply the provisions of the Act to religious
organization’s activities, resulting in such monk unable to request for
reconsideration.

This study proposed the appropriate way to correct the regulation stated
above, to protect any accused monk from unfair decision. The important
principle proposed here emphasizes the improvement of the existing rules and
regulations. The important rules and regulations in this study are the
Regulation of Sangha Supreme Council, No.21(1995), RE : Having Monks to
Leave Monkhood, Clause 5; and Rule of Sangha Supreme Council, RE :
Request for Reconsideration, of 1994. The correction of such proposed rule
and regulation will allow monks in all positions and all levels to have rights to

request for reconsideration of the administrative order from the Sangha Council.





