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This study has 4 objectives: (1) to investigate students’ political
behaviors, (2) to survey students’ exposure behaviors to political news via
mass media, (3) to compare students’ background factors with their political
behaviors, and exposure behaviors to political news via mass media, and (4) to
explore relationship between the students’ exposure behaviors to political
news via mass media and their political behaviors.

The study is based on a survey research by distributing questionnaires
to a sampled group of 389 students from Phranakhon Rajabhat University.

The findings are:
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1. Students’ political behaviors in the university can be classified and
ranked into top three activities as follows: election student union’s members,
catching up with political news concerning the election of student union, and
discussing and expressing opinions among students concerning the election
of student union.

Students’ political behaviors outside the university can be classified
and ranked into top three activities as follows: catching up with political news
via various of mass media, persuading other people to participate in the
election, and discussing and expressing political dialogues.

2. Students are exposed to political news via mass media television,
radio, newspaper, and the Internet, respectively. Top three most favorite TV
programs are: Thueng Look Thueng Khon (Touching) on Channel 9, Sapa
Joke (Funny Parliament) on ITV, and Chao Wan Nee Thi Mueang Thai (This
Morning) on Channel 5.

3. A comparison of students’ background factors and their political
behaviors found that only a difference in gender yields a difference in
students’ political behaviors.

A comparison of students’ background factors and their exposure
behaviors to political news found that a difference in gender and year of study
yields a difference in the students’ exposure behaviors to political news via
mass media.

4. An exploration of relationship between exposure behaviors to

political news via all kinds of mass media (newspaper, radio, television, and

the Internet) found to be related to the students’ political behaviors in the

university and outside the university.





