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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic status of
community enterprise members in Muang District, Trat Province; 2) their opinions toward the
community enterprise operations; and (3) their problems, obstructions, and suggestions on the
community enterprise operations.

This study was a quantitative research. The population in this study were 419
members of the community enterprise in Muang District, Trat Province. The samples were
selected by using the stratified random sampling methodology from every group in proportion
to the quantity of the members, 138 persons altogether. The data were collected by using an
interviewed questionnaire. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer
programs were frequency, percentage, maximum value, minimum value, mean, and standard
deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Almost two-thirds of the
community enterprise members in Muang District, Trat Province were female. Their average
age was 46.8 years. Half of them were educated at primary level. Most of them were a farmer.
The average quantity of members of their family was 3.9 persons, with average labor 2.7
persons. More than one-third of them were a client of the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives, and agricultural cooperatives. Almost one-third of them used to
participate in training courses on community enterprise. The family income of slightly more
than two-fifths of them was 100,001-150,000 baht/year, with no debt. The average of the own
occupied area was 12.68 rai. Almost one-fourth of them took out a loan from the Bank for
Agriculture and Cooperation. Almost all of them were a stockholder in their group. Slightly
more than half of them held less than 20 stocks, and almost half of them had their stock value
less than 1,000 baht. One-third of them were paid dividends less than 500 baht. Almost half
of the community enterprise groups calculated their dividends according to the quantity of
stocks the members held. (2) Both the representatives of the members and the members

themselves, in general, agreed with the 4 aspects of the enterprise operations at “medium”
level, these were 1) administration aspect, 2) production aspect, 3) financial aspect, and 4)
marketing aspect, while the overall members agreed with the administration aspect at “much”
level, and agreed with the rest of the aspects at “medium” level. And 3) considering the
problems on the enterprise operations of most of the members, in the aspect of administration,
it was found that information had not been utilized to develop the enterprise, in the production
aspect, it was found that products had not been produced continuously, in the marketing
aspect, it was found that the market direction had not been analyzed, and in the financial
aspect, it was found that additional capital had not been collected. Most of the members
suggested that, in the administration aspect, the members' conscience of ownership should
have been aroused, in the production aspect, the products should have been distributed to
markets regularly, in the marketing aspect, the markets should have been linked throughout
both inside and outside the community, and in the financial aspect, the financial data should
have been revealed to the public, or disseminated to the community enterprise members.

Keywords: Member’s opinions, Community enterprise, Community enterprise operations,
Trat Province



