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Abstract

The key aim of this research is to study the application of self-sufficient cconomy
principles in food security enhancement for organic producer group. The research is also aimed at
collecting lessons learn, obstacles, opportunities, and potentials of self-sufficient economy
applications. The study is done by evaluating farmers' status on self-sufficiency, food security, and
their organic farming practices by developing indicators for these three aspects and used them to
assess the level of food security attained by farmers practicing self-sufficient farming. The research
was conducted on the members of Agro-forestry Group in Chachengsao province.

The results of the study found that the philosophy of self-sufficient economy,
composing of 3 principles and 2 conditions (principles of moderation, reasonableness and
immunity and conditions of knowledge and ethic) is very similar to the principles of organic
agriculture. For instance, moderation principle focusin_g on the middle path (not to exploit
oneself or others and to control the feeling, thinking, desire, and behavior within reasonable
boundary) is very close to the organic principles on health, fair, and care. Field study also
confirms that farmers practicing self-sufficient economy principles have higher organic farming
level compared with those who practice few or none of these principles.

In addition, the philosophy of self-sufficient economy is also veryvsimilar to the 4
dimension of food security, especially the immunity principle that focus on preparation to be
ready to cope with impacts and changes that may occur. The principle is applicable to all
dimension of food security. Similarly, field study confirms that the more farmers practicing
self-sufficient economy principles the higher food security they have compared with those who
practice few or nonc of these principles.

For the key lessons learn, obstacles, opportunities, and potentials of self-sufficient
economy applications are (a) the self-sufficient economy farming with emphasis on immunity
and moderation should be able to answer the actual/present food security better than organic
agriculture, and thus more appropriate to be use as extension activities for conventional
farmers. For farmers already practicing organic farming, adding the immunity principle into the

extension activities would be sufficient; (b) the extension system for self-sufficient economy



farming should develop a clear evaluation system, especially the indicators, and may introduce
the participatory guarantee system as part of the evaluation, instead of embarking on third-party

certification.
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