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This thesis deals with (1) the causes of the belief of contemporary Thai
people in auspicious and inauspicious plants; (2) the influences of belief in
auspicious and inauspicious plants in regard to the Thai way of life; and (3)
changes in beliefs in auspicious and inauspicious plants in contemporary Thai
society.

The quantitative part of the study is based on interviews of the
members of a population of 120 plant sellers and plant buyers in the Bangkok

Metropolitan area. The qualitative portion is based on interviews with five
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people who have special knowledge concerning auspicious and inauspicious
plants.

The findings indicate that beliefs concerning auspicious and
inauspicious plants are closely connected with superstitious beliefs and beliefs
in supernatural beings long current in Thai society. In addition, most of the
interviewees have gained knowledge regarding auspicious and inauspicious
plants from being taught by their families.

The differentiation between auspicious plants and inauspicious ones
depends, first, on two factors: the names of the plants and the physical
characteristics of the plants i.e., the size of the tree trunk, its sap and its
projections (such as thorns). However, these are scientific reasons.

In regard to the influence of beliefs regarding auspicious and
inauspicious plants vis-a-vis the Thai way of life, it was found that the
selection of plants to grow in the household area depended on the beliefs of
the persons growing those trees. If the persons hold superstitious beliefs, they
select auspicious plants in order to make themselves and their families thrive.
If the names of the plants are not auspicious, they will not allow them to grow
on the household grounds. Sometimes, they take into consideration the size of
the trees, as well as whether they are appropriate for the household area or not.
The belief in auspicious and inauspicious plants affects decisions by Thais to
grow specific plants. In regard to changes in beliefs concerning auspicious
and inauspicious plants, most people found that Thais had changed.

Concomitantly with changes in society, such beliefs have also changed

appreciably. In part, this is due to the promotion of certain plants by plant
sellers, thereby enhancing their popularity. The development of education in
response to the spread of western culture is an additional element making for

changed beliefs concerning plants.





