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ABSTRACT
197404

The objectives of the research are to: 1) examine the patterns of livelihood changes of
peasant society in rural area by comparing 2 villages to show the differences 2) investigate the ways
the villagers responded to the change from the market forces. 3) analyze land use changes within the
limits of physical conditions and socio-economic structure. This research selected two peripheral
villages for comparative study, the traditional and the newly-established ones. These two villages
were studied by Michel Bruneau during 1969-1970. This re-study aimed to observe livelihood
changes of the peasantry in the context of globalization. Research methods included historical
analysis, spatial approach, qualitative analysis and application of GIS and remote sensing to examine
livelihood and land use changes.

The research found that livelihoods in the two villages have changed as a result of the
adoption of the rural development idea under the influence of the modernity and capitalism and green
revolution, in particular. To increase productivity, the villagers turned to the high yield variety and
modern technology such as chemical fertilizer, machines and pesticides. These meant that the farmers
had to invest more in their factors of production. The state provided some supports including
knowledge and financial institutions. Loans and credit system drew the villagers into the modem

capitalism and globalization. Mode of production changed from self-subsistence to commercialized
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production resulting in the complete transformation of peasant livelihood. As a result, the villagers in
both villages faced the debt problem.

In Ban Satho, changes in production towards commercialization of cash crops caused the
villagers to adjust to the market relation inevitably. Under the market economy, the villagers, as the
producers, were often in the disadvantage position. They had no control of price mechanism. Security
and price of production were not decided by the villagers but depended on the fluctuation of domestic
and global market. Therefore the farmers had to adapt their livelihood strategies by engaging in non-
agricultural jobs. Most of the farmers opted to migrate temporarily to other areas to seek employment
during pre and post harvest season and in the case of crop failure. They returned to the village only to
harvest the products and in some case to be waged labor in the farm.

In Ban Sam Kha, the villagers have not fully transformed to commercialization as that of
Ban Sa Tho because the limited conditions of geography including water resource and landforms. The
farmers tried to improve productivity by intensifying their agricultural land, mechanization, applying
chemical fertilizer and pesticides. However, they were not successful. In addition, most of villagers
become indebted as they misused the loans provided by the Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperative (BAAC). The money was used for short-term expenses and not for investment. Through
this hard-way learning, the villagers began to re-think and started solving their debt problem by
arranging the village forum to discuss about the causes of their problem. With a strong kinship in the
village and leadership of the village headman, the villagers have been able to solve their own problem
and shared their experience with outside networks in private and government sectors. With this
success, Ban Sam Kha has been selected as the pilot community in learning and solving its own
problem to be extended to other communities.

The results of this study can be used as a lesson in planning for the extension of learning

community and apply in further research on relevant issues.





