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ABSTRACT
180158

The objectives of this qualitative research, namely, Changes in Warn
(Zingiburaceae) Local Wisdom Affecting Production and Relationship among Planters, were
to study the local wisdom relating to Warn (Zingiburaceae), and the changes in local wisdom
affecting the production and relationship among the Warn planters. Warn is a common name
of herbal plants locally and naturally grown in most villages, particularly, the moisture areas.
There are various kinds of Warn.

Data were collected from the key informants, consisting of the Warn planters,
sellers, Warn knowledgeable people, senior people and leaders of some government
organizations. Non-participant observations and informal interviews were applied to collect
data. The collected data were examined, then, identified according to the issues, grouped for
further analyses and descriptively presented.

The research results were as follows.

In the past, “Ban Thum” community was not accessed by modemization, and
affected by the outside change impacts. This community had to rely on itself, using some
numbers of Warn as herbal medicinal plants, both medicinally and spiritually, in the people’s
folkways. When the modemnization came to the community, it had social contacts with the

outer societies. Such a change made the Warn roles changed to be a kind of merchandise in
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the market and became an occupational object of the planters to suit the marketing demand.
The villagers attempted to search for more Warn and the Warn knowledgeable people
experimented to apply it in some little health care problems fruitfully. Various kinds of Warn
became well known and widely grown in the community. However, people declined to use
Warn in a super natural belief dimension, and was gradually nearly neglected in practice.
However, it was still locally used as part of the herbal medicinal practices within and outside
the community, resulting in growing up to reach the demand side of the markets. The people
kept growing Warn as part of their occupations and hobbies.

In the past, there were not many indigenous Warn species found in the community.
Whea the marketing and fashion demands rose up, the planters attempted to search and grow
more new species and found that the ones applicable for herbal medicinal practice were
disseminated within the community widely. Moreover, mouth-to-mouth communication and
the supporting policy of the Government in herbal medicinal usage made Warn better known
and fond of.

Learning about Warn began from learning from the experimental experiences of the
people and planters, then, transferred to the new generations. Some people learnt from their
ancestors from generations to another generation continuously. When the planter earned their
livings from growing and selling Warn, they gained more knowledge from documents and
transferred to their next generations. They also studied more related information from books,
experience exchanges and practices, then integrated with their existing skills till that
knowledge became significant to their occupation.

The former Warn planters saw it as a relationship to their lives, either in the
dimensions of herbal medicinal, spiritual matters, occupation, or its roles in their folkways.
Currently, Warn became sellable merchandise and the herbal medicinal plants with a trustful
and spiritual holy type. The Warn knowledgeable people saw it as the local wisdom heritage
with its own characteristics, and should be grown and conserved for the betterment of the

planters and community.

The effects of changes in the Warn local wisdom were found that the people changed
from planting small number of Warn species within their house premises to a merchandise
purpose with a greater number. Those effects helped increasing the planting areas of Warn
production to meet the marketing demand. In sum, there were four types of Warn
production — planting within the households, searching more from the forests, home grown
type for merchandise purpose, and widely growing for merchandise purpose.

The relationship between Warn production and its purposes were changed from
using it for mutual help among needy people and neighbors to marketing system. A change
from mutual help to benefit exchanges among the planters was also another type of

.-
relationship.





