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ABSTRACT

This thesis investigates the change of utilization of herbal plants of Pga K’nyau’s at Huay
Som Poy, Mae Tia Watershed, Chom Thong District, Chiang Mai Province. The purposes are
1) to study the change of utilization pattern of herbal plants from the past to present. 2) to study
the economic, social and cultural factors attaching the utilization pattern and management of
herbal plants.

This study has applied qualitative research methods by interviewing elder villagers, key
persons, the community leaders and household sampling as well as participatory observation.
After compile in data from the field work and secondary ones, all information was classfied and
analyze to substantiate research objectives.

The research found that at present, the number of herbal plants types were decreasing
from 14 to 7 types, because of decreasing rainfall and ecological changes in many swamps and
streams. However, their study was constrained and unable to study the change of each plant’s
ecological system in terms of comparative study to the others in each area. Obviously, the
quantity of herbal plants utilization of the studied group was reduced which reveal that the
importance of herbal utilization to the villagers has decreased from the past because of new
medical knowledge.

Although 85 percent of the villagers have for medication local beliefs in herbal plants,
only 32.5 percent at present has use the local herbal plants. According to those reasons, it also
found that the villagers increasing accepted the new medical methods and treatment which is
more convenient to their lifes. This was also one main factors causing change of the herbal

utilization of Huay Som Poi’s anyone of the other three main factors. In terms of economic factor,



the people of Ban Hauy Som Poi have changed their way of production which used to be for their
own consumption into commercial production. The villagers need to pay attention to produce
herbal plants to ensure their profit and needs. The livelihood and time have changed which
affected to the utilization of herbal plants become like waste of time. Furthermore, the economic
factor inherent connects to society and cultural factor has an impact on family and inside
communities relationships have decreased. The general education system has influenced on the
children to study in the city. The knowledge gap between old and new generation regarding
herbal plants utilization has increased in their society. Moreover, the materialism ideas has
influenced on the community regarding popularity of money and convenience of life as well as

new medical treatment.



