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The objective of this thesis is to examine the Role of the United
Nations Security Council in the war in Iraq. This war broke out when the
United States, the United Kingdom, Australia and other countries used armed
force against Iraq in March, 2003 with the following goals:

1. To disarm Iraq of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) (chemical,
biological, and nuclear weapons);

2. To overthrow Saddam Hussein, the President of Iraq; and

3. To use anticipatory self-defense (a pre-emptive strike) in response to
an imminent attack by Iraq;

4. To eliminate weapons of mass destruction which Iraq was allegedly

supplying to terrorists.
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The use of force by the United States against Iraq was unilateral and
without any direct approval from the United Nations and was based on its
claim of anticipatory self-defense. 'The United States interpreted the United
Nations Security Council Resolution No. 1441/2002 to mean that Iraq had
been given a final opportunity to comply with its disarmament obligations.
By virtue of this resolution, the Security Council repeatedly warned Iraq that
it would face “serious consequences” as a result of the continued violations of
its obligations.

The United States claimed that this resolution authorized the use of
force against Iraq without any further United Nations Resolution authorizing
the use of force. There is no general principle in international law dealing with
terrorism, but many countries denounced the United States for its use of
military force to invade Iraq. Many countries have condemned the United
States’ military action as an act of war by a very powerful country. The
actions of the United States are regarded as a breach of international law
according to Article 2(4) of the United Nations Charter which prohibits the
threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence
of any state.

Under the United Nations Charter, there are only two circumstances
where the use of force is permissible. These are found in Articles 42 and 51
of the UN Charter. Article 42 of the UN Charter authorizes the use of force to

maintain or restore international peace and security where such force is



186204

directly authorized by the Security Council. Article 51 permits self-defense
(collectively or individual) against an actual or imminent armed attack.

This research result reveals that although the United States could
overthrow the Saddam Hussein regime it could not establish democracy in
Iraq. Iraq is composed of various tribal groups and a diversity of religious
beliefs. The Sunnis, which are the minority, were politically powerful during
the Saddam Hussein regime. The Shiites, which are the majority of Iraqss,
have never played an important role in the politics or in the administration of
Iraq. There is also a Kurdish group in Iraq that wants self-government. Since
_the invasion there has been chaos everywhere and almost daily bombings-and
kidnappings. The Iraqi government, under the control of the United States,
cannot properly deal with this chaos and the problems are used as an excuse
by the US to continue to maintain its military forces in Iraq.

It is time for the United States and its allies, which have maintained
their forces in Iraqi since 2003, to unconditionally withdraw their troops from
the Iraqi territory. At the beginning of the war the Iraqi people may have
wanted to depose Saddam’s regime. Now, however, they have the feeling that
there are foreign troops permanently stationed in their country and the
majority of the Iraqi people want the troops to leave. It is the opinion of this
researcher that the United Nations Peace-Keeping Troops should be
dispatched to maintain the peace and to resolve the problems in Iraq since the
United Nations is regarded as an impartial agency acceptable to both the

Iraqi people and to the world community.





