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Tnis research was a descriptive comparative study. The objectives were to examine
charges of critical thinking both in skills and disposition towards critical thinking in nursing
students after their completion of baccalaureate nursing program. The research was conducted
with 120 fourth-year students, academic year 2003 using the Personal Information
Questionnaire, the California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST), and the CCTDI. Tre findings
showed that 95.8% of students had never been trained about critical thinking development. The

average score of cntical thinking skills when the students were in senior year was statistically

higher than that when they were in freshman year (p < .001). Nevertheless, the average score
of disposition towards critical thinking in their seruor year was statistically lower than that in
freshman year (p < .001). The finaings revealed that the students were not disposed to use the
critical thinking skills they encompassed. This research suggested that there should be an
assessment of critical thinking when the students begin the baccalaureate nursing curriculum
and after their completion to evaluate the effectiveness of the program. In addition, the nursing
curriculum should provide a variety of teaching methods to enhance the development of critical

thinking in nursing students and use other critical thinking assessment tools.





