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This dissertation, An Analysis of Decentralization Policy on Local
Economic Development, aims to investigate the effects on local economies
attributable to the decentralization plans, methods and measures decreed in
the 1997 Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, and determine the
effectiveness of the Thai government’s policy of utilizing subdistrict
administrative officers as an implementing tool. It is also intended to be a
reference source for government officials and the general public interested in
this or related topics.

As prescribed in the 1997 Constitution, the central government was

obliged to establish a clear plan of action for decentralizing executive
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authority and was further required to provide adequate budgetary resources to
local governments to allow them to carry out their newly enlarged
responsibilities. Under the plan subdistrict administrative officers were to be
empowered to manage six functions for their local communities: public
utilities, quality-of-life development, mission planning, environmental affairs
and the preservation and promotion of Thai art and culture.

The research instrument employed to gather data on the actual, as
opposed to prescribed, situation was a questionnaire. Responses to the
questionnaire formed the basis for the study’s findings, which were: that the
central government and its national agencies were highly resistant to the idea
of empowering local administrative organizations; that due to this resistance,
some but not all of the planned tasks were delegated to local governments;
that despite even partial decentralization, adequate budgetary and staff
- resources had rarely been provided to the local organizations; and that there is
a general perception that those central government officials charged with
implementing the decentralization program either lack a clear understanding
of the program, its mandate and its goals, or intend to subvert decentralization
by procrastination. The data further showed that, at present, the
decentralization policy has had very little measurable effect on local economic
development, most particularly in the priority areas of employment,
household budgeting, increasing the local savings rate and reducing individual

indebtedness.
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Finally, the data revealed that most area residents felt they played no
role whatsoever and had no influence over or with their local governmental
bodies, a perception that may well generate serious repercussions in terms of
the responsiveness of local administrative organizations to the communities
they are tasked with serving.

Last but not least, this dissertation contains the following three
suggestions: and one of them is that central government and government
officials have to collaborate regarding this process in greater earnest. A
greater role on the part of residents in local government needs be promoted by
establishing a clear-cut policy in their regard. Finally, laws and other
regulations, which can be obstacles to this process, have to be improved, and

the needs of Thai society culture need to be taken into consideration.





