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This dissertation is concerned with the following: (1) the adaptation to
Thai culture of the Tai Yai without Thai nationality in Chiang Rai province;
(2) restrictions on the rights of the Tai Yai without Thai nationality in Chiang-
Rai province; and (3) the effects of rights restrictions on the quality of life of
the Tai Yai without Thai nationality.

The research methodology of this study included (1) documentary
research, as well as qualitative research making use of an array of anthropological
fieldwork techniques. (2) The researcher spent about thirteen months in the
area researched, in-depth interviews of forty key informants were conducted.

(3) The quantitative research methods used consisted in doing survey research.
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Data was collected from 485 people by selecting from every other head of the
household.

Qualitative data analyses were undertaken through the descriptive
ecological mapping of culture and customs of the Tai Yai at Huay Nam Kun
sub-district on the basis of fieldwork, by collecting societal and demographic
data from the in-depth interviews of forty key informants. Quantitative data
analyses were undertaken through using the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences on a microcomputer. Conclusions can be divided into two parts:

(1) descriptive statistics utilizing percentage, mean and standard deviation;
and (2) correlations discerned between the adaptation to Thai culture and the
effects of rights restrictions on the Tai Yai’s quality of life.

It can be concluded that (1) as for adapting to Thai culture, the most
important variable was the acceptance of Thai customs and tradition. The
second and third ranked variables were using the Thai language and having Thai
friends. (2) Regarding restrictions on rights, it was found that the most important
factors were how assets were possessed, being able to travel outside of the area,
and the restrictions on job applications with Thais, respectively. (3) In reference
to rights restrictions on the quality of life of the Tai Yai without Thai nationality,
it was found that those who had fewer rights restrictions enjoy a higher quality of
life.





