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The objectives of this research are to study the determinants of
Thailand’s import performance, including the structure of imports and from
which countries Thailand trades with the most in terms of imports. The
researcher evaluated the data in this study, all of which was obtéined from
1996 to 2004, by using the ordinary least squares method.

Mainly, imports tend to emphasize capital goods, followed by
intermediate products, raw materials, and other imports. Imports with the least
value are consumer products.

The country from which Thailand imports the most goods is Japan. The
others are New Industrial Countries, ASEAN, NAFTA, the Middle East, the

EU and Eastern Europe.
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The study reveals that the consumer price index affects in the same
direction as the import value index, meaning that if the consumer price index
increases, then the import value index also increases.

Moreover, the private investment index is affected in the same
direction as the import value index, meaning that if the private investment
index increases, then the import value index also increases.

On the other hand, the foreign exchange rate is affected in the opposite
direction to the import value index, meaning that if the foreign exchange rate
decreases, the import value index also increases.

The import price index is affected in the same direction as the import
value index, meaning that if the import price index increases, the import
value index also increases. This is because the import price index is affected
in the same direction as the import value index. This result is not in accordance
with the original hypothesis set by the researcher. There are two reasons for this,
as follows: (1) The main imports are capital goods and fuel, meaning that even
if the import price index increases or decreases, Thailand must continue to
import capital goods and fuel. (2) Importers are concerned about the increase
in the price of imports, so they import a large volume of goods before import
prices increase. In conclusion, the import value index is affected in the same

direction as the import price index.





