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The Criminal Procedure Code (Amendment No. 20) B.E. 2542 was
designed to protect children under the age of 18 who are required to go though
criminal proceedings either as injured persons, defendants or witnesses.
Special procedures at different stages of the proceedings, which include the
interrogation by police officers and the examination of witnesses at trial, have
been enacted which are different from regular criminal procedures.

The objective of this thesis is to analyze aspects of the Criminal
Procedure Code (Amendment No. 20) B.E. 2542 which fail to adequately
protect the rights of children who are involved in criminal proceedings and, at
the same time, to evaluate certain guidelines which will promote the intended

enforcement of the law.
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The study reveals that the Amendment is intended to provide protection
to children at three different stages of the proceedings--(1) injured childreh,
(2) children who are witnesses and (3) children who are criminal suspects as
well as all children who are involved in wrongdoing. The special measures
prescribed by the law are applied to children who are accused of almost any
kind of wrongdoing. As a result, the number of cases that require special
treatment has been increasing and the officials involved have to face numerous
problems in carrying out their duties. The problems also involve questionable
provisions of the law, which result in different interpretations by the responsible
officials. The inadequacy of personnel, working spaces and other resources
are also problems.

Therefore, in order to increase the efficiency of the enforcement of the
law and to provide more protection for the targeted group of children and to
solve the problems of the officials in discharging their duties arising from
questionable provisions of the law, it is recommended that the law in this
regard should be revised to protect children who are injured parties and

witnesses only in cases which may seriously affect the mental health of the

children.





