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The drafting of the constitution in A. D. 1998 paid attention to framing
acts pertinent to the control of the income of political parties, especially in
regard to political contributions. In view of the myriad of activities in which
they are engaged, political parties are very expensive to operate, and so revenues
must be raised. However, political parties are not business organization whose
main objective is to make profits. But their activities must be funded and
these funds normally come from those making contributions.

Findings indicate that measures to control‘ contributions to political
parties in the form of money, property or other benefits are presently unclear.
Currently, Thai laws do not contain previsions regarding the amount of donations
that should be in the form of checks, an unhappy state of affairs since such

contributions are easier to trace than cash donations.
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The Constitution of A.D. 1998 has a pertinent Act on Political Parties
which, in Article 83, stipulates that the administrative board of a political party
will only be fined if it issues a false declaration of income sources. There is no
provision for imposing the penalty of imprisonment. Such minimal punishment
leads to large numbers of incorrect lists of contributions and contributors and
a concomitantly huge loss in transparency. Articles 45 and 46 of the Act
pertinent to Political Parties of the Constitution of A. D. 1998 stipulate that
the contributions to political parties must be openly disclosed. However, the
Act fails to state how this state of affairs could be brought about in such a
fashion that contributors and the amount contributed can be accurately known.
Political parties operating in a democratic fashion are very important to the
political development of Thailand. Regardless of the form they take, the
making and receiving of contributions to political parties must be transparent;
otherwise the operations of political parties will be incompatible with
democratic forms and principles. Such political parties would belong only to
certain groups of people and not to the general public.

This researcher believes that there should be controls over political
contributions. Actual and potential infractions of legal measures should be fully
investigated and transparency in the giving and the receiving of contributions
should be ensured. Methods and patterns of support given to political parties
must be clearer in order to ensure the democratic development of political

parties in Thailand.





