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The sales of traditional medicines, which are not classified as household
traditional medicines, require a dispensing permit. Also, the premises for the
sales must be specified in the permit and a licensed traditional medicine
physician must be available on the premesis during the time for the sales. As
a result, the independent sellers or the direct sales representatives cannot
make any kind of sales of traditional medicines because the direct sale of
traditional medicines must be offered at the consumers’ residences or offices
or any other places which are not establishments ordinarily engaged in
trading through independent sellers or direct sales representatives.

The sales in this manner can be considered to be sales outside the
establishment specified in the permits. In addition, there is a problem related

to the independent sellers and the direct sales representatives since they are
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unlicensed sellers of traditional medicines, and they are not licensed
traditional medicine practitioners or qualified for the sales of traditional
medicines under the exceptions to the regulations. All of these problems are
obstacles to the business of direct sales of traditional medicines. The objective
of this thesis is to investigate the obstacles to the business of direct sales of
traditional medicine as well as to determine ways to control the independent
sellers or direct sales representatives'of traditional medicines with a view to
providing safety to the consumers and to creating confidence in the business
of traditional medicine.

The study reveals that the existing laws governing the direct sales of
traditional medicines do not correspond to the current business of direct sales
of traditional medicines. Therefore, the laws are inadequate to genuinely
control the direct sales of traditional medicines. For this reason, there should
be some new legal measures not only to promote the sales of traditional
medicines, but also to give the utmost benefit to the consumers and at the
same time to create fairness to the business operators of traditional medicines.
The laws should be revised to allow the sales of traditional medicines to be
conducted outside the authorized establishments. The business operators of
traditional medicines, the independent sellers and the direct sales
representatives should be required to disclose the description of the medicines
and the consumers should have free access to such information.

Only the authorized individuals should be permitted to engage n

direct sales of traditional medicines. However, the medicines that are
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included in the direct sales should be medicines for general purposes.
Traditional medicines that are dangerous and restricted should not be sold by
direct sales. Exaggerated advertisements of the quality of the medicine should
be punishable by imprisonment for the suppression overstatements. In the
event the consumers sustain any injuries from taking the traditional medicines,
the burden of proof of fault should be placed on the business operators of the
direct sales, the independent sellers or the direct sales representatives of
traditional medicines. These people should be presumed guilty until proven
innocent. The Office of Food and Drugs should be the only responsible
agency assigned to control the direct sales of traditional medicines. Such an
action would prevent the Office of Food and Drugs from denying that it is not

the only agency responsible for controlling the sales of traditional medicines.





