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The aim of this thesis is to study “The Inter-relationship Between Politics
and the Policies of a Thai Political Party: A Case Study of the Thai Rak Thai
Party in General Elections of B.E. 2544 and B.E. 2548.” The major purpose of
this study is to point out the various factors that propelled Thai Rak Thai Party
to win these general elections through studying the relationship between public
policy and politics. Furthermore, the party’s strategies, which define the direction
of the party and its strategy of winning an election, are studied. It was found
that successfully tackling the country’s problems and responding to the demands
of the public were found to be major strategy used to win an election. These

approaches can be classified as follows.

In campaigning to win both elections, the Thai Rak Thai Party used
policy as its main tool. The leadership of the party’s leader, Pol. Lt. Tasin
Shinawatra, was of a unique nature and could not be found 1n other parties.
Elected members of Thai Rak Thai covering almost the entire country came
from parties that were dissolved or had been integrated into Thai Rak Thai. In
addition, Thai Rak Thai also gained public support due to the success of the
Taksin administration. Hence, this was an advantage for Pol. Lt. Taksin

Shinawatra in being re-elected.





