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The objective of this thesis is to find appropriate procedures for
handling criminal offenses committed under the Revenue Code. This is
necessary because Section 2 of the Notice of the Revolutionary Party No. 8.
dated November 7, B.E. 2520, empowers the Revenue Department to request
that police officials prosecute offenders of the Revenue Code. Pending the
requests to the police officials, the Revenue Department may suspend the
prosecution and terminate the prosecution if it appears that the offender has
paid his or her taxes either in full or in installments.

The result of the research reveals that the Revenue Code does not
contain any provision that permits the suspension and termination of
prosecutions of offenders under the Revenue Code. As such, there might be

challenges to the authority of the Revenue Department to suspend and
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terminate the prosecution of offenders under the Revenue Code. Besides, the
suspension and termination of prosecutions can be initiated when the offenders
choose to make their tax payments in full or by installments and the
discretion not to press charges against the tax offenders is only an internal
matter of the Revenue Department. If we look at the laws of foreign
jurisdictions, the suspension of the prosecution of offenses under their
Revenue Codes is the same as it is for other criminal offenses. The laws of
those jurisdictions would specify the criteria for the suspension of prosecutions
by taking into account the age, occupation and consequences of the damages.
The discretion not to prosecute offenders can be reviewed by both internal
and external agencies.

The author has proposed several recommendations which would create
an external agency in the form of a commission or board which would review
the exercise of discretion in the termination or suspension of tax prosecutions.
There should be criteria for the suspension or termination of the prosecution
of tax offenders similar to those procedures provided by the laws of foreign
jurisdictions. If such measures are initiated, it is believed that the tax
offenders would be able to become good citizens and the efficiency of tax
collection would also increase, and the losses to the State’s financial system

would be reduced.





