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The granting of exemption from payment of excise taxes by
representatives of foreign governments and officers of international
organizations in Thailand is derived from principles of customary
international law and written international law in the form of conventions.
This stipulation is in accordance with two parts of the body of promulgated
Thai law. In addition, there are three relevant conventions which are legally
binding under Thai law. The first convention, Thailand Act B.E. 2504,
provides for the protection of United Nations personnel while engaging in
special missions in Thailand. The other two conventions are the Immunity

Act of B.E. 2527 and the Consular Immunity Act of B.E. 2541. There are
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also four relevant excise tax laws: the Liquor Act of B.E. 2493, the Excise
Law Act of B.E. 2486, the Playing Card Act of B.E. 2486 and the Tobacco
Act of B.E 2509. Regarding the last two excise tax laws, there are no
exemptions from paying appropriate excise taxes by the aforesaid persons.
These stipulations have been compared with other exemptions from paying
taxes as stipulated in the Revenue Code and the Customs Act of B.E. 2469.
It has been found that two other excise tax laws do not explicitly stipulate
exemptions. Regarding exemptions, there are conflicts and differences
regarding the regulations promulgated in other revenue measures. Unless
such subordinate laws stipulate specific regulations and procedures regarding
exemptions from payment of excise tax, controlling and tracking persons
who could use such loopholes regarding exemptions for dishonest purposes
become difficult. This would obviously be incompatible with the intentions
of the framers of such laws. Such a state of affairs would have a deleterious
impact on the carrying out of efficient tax procedures and the proper
collection of revenue in consonance with legal requirements.

This thesis intends to provide the basis for amending existing excise
- tax laws governing exceptions granted representatives of foreign countries
and officers of international organizations. The aim is to reconcile such
excise tax laws with other stipulations of the Revenue Code. This would
ensure the legal reciprocity requisite to carrying out in a proper fashion the
relevant legal provisions. Finally, this in turn should redound to the benefit of

the nation as a whole.





