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AIDS is a dangerous contagious disease which cannot be cured by
medication and for which there is no preventive vaccine. At present, AIDS is
spread throughout both rural and urban areas of Thailand. It is not only
prostitutes who have the disease. AIDS is spread through sexual intercourse.

This thesis analyzes legal measures currently used to determine if they
protect the general public from AIDS patients and to uncover problems and
loopholes in regard to these measures. Appropriate suggestions are made such
that they can be used as guidelines in issuing new laws or amending those
presently on the books.

Findings indicate that at present there is no law that can be directly
used to prevent and control AIDS. There have nowadays been many

adaptations of laws for use under these circumstances. This leads to problems
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in actual practice because these laws differ in original objectives and intent.
There is no specific law that aims at preventing and controlling AIDS or
which is designed to protect the rights of people who might contract AIDS.
Some laws that are used were issued long before AIDS began to spread.
Therefore, those laws are out-of-date, and following these outmoded laws is
not in keeping with the current situation, characteristics, and the severity of
the problem of AIDS. Moreover, these laws are not airtight or without
loopholes, and so do not protect the general public from AIDS patients.

The researcher believes that a new law should be issued specifically
earmarked to prevent and control AIDS. Existing laws should be amended so
that AIDS becomes a disease that has to be reported in accordance with the
Contagious Disease Act of A.D. 1980. Practical rules should be clear and
airtight in order to maintain patient privacy. Health care officials should be
authorized to inform the spouses of AIDS patients, close relatives or other
people at risk of contracting AIDS from AIDS patients with whom they are in
close contact. If patients behave or intend to behave in a fashion conducive to
the spread of AIDS, officials should be authorized to use measures to prevent
such behavior. Even if commercial sex workers are older than eighteen,
officials should still consider sending them to facilities that will ensure
protection and provide vocational training. In addition, spreading AIDS
intentionally or through negligence should be specifically proscribed in the
criminal code as a criminal offence. In accordance with Article 277 of the

Criminal Code, a harsher penalty should be stipulated when the ravishment of



190237
a child causes said ravished child to contract AIDS. Provisions should be
added stipulating that a woman contracting AIDS while pregnant should be
lawfully allowed to have an abortion. If AIDS is spread by intention or by
negligence, the person contracting AIDS under such circumstances should be
able to sue for indemnity in view of a putative violation of Article 420 of the
Civil and Commercial Code. This will conduce to a decline in the rate of
spread of AIDS. Therefore, measures such as these will concomitantly serve
as additional means of efficiently protecting the general public from patients

with AIDS.





