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This thesis investigates some of the factors governing the development
of critical reading skills in English on the part of students enrolled in the
Business English Program at Rattana Bundit University. A sample population
comprising ninety-seven students was selected by the technique of simple
random sampling. The research instruments used in this study consisted of
a questionnaire and an English critical reading abilities test constructed by the
researcher. The reliability of the two instruments was couched at 0.79 and
0.82, respectively. The data obtained was analyzed in terms of frequencies,

arithmetical mean scores, percentages of arithmetical mean scores, standard

and Chi-square Correlation Coefficient. The data was analyzed by SPSS for
Windows.

The results of the research were (1) the business English program
students at Rattana Bundit University who had critical reading abilities in
English at a low level with the percentage of arithmetic mean of 53.40. The
critical reading abilities that students possessed the most was distinguishing
fact and opinion (66.25%) , the next was understanding the writer’s purposes
and attitude (45.33 %) and the least was evaluating making inferences (40.20
%)

(2) Gender was significantly correlation with critical reading abilities
in English at .05 level. No significantly correlation between economic status
of the family and critical reading abilities, and reading habits and critical

reading abilities in English at .05 level.





