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The research is aimed at studying the beliefs and rites concerning
the death of the Amphoe Doi Saket people in Chiang Mai. The study includes
documents, textbooks, interviewing as well as joining the rites of Mu Ban
Pa Pong and Mu Ban Pa Fang people of Amphoe Doi Saket, Changwat
Chiang Mai.

The study shows that rites of death are inheritance from former
generations by concerning the details and sequences of rites prior to death.
Ritual disposal and rites after death are taken a responsibility by family and
relatives. They hold them for a beloved person as a traditional custom.

People in Mu Ban Pa Pong and Mu Ban Pa Fang, Amphoe Doi Saket,
Changwat Chiang Mai classify deaths as two categories. The first death is
usual death, i.c. natural death, end-of-life death, death from illness or diseases
and sleeping death. The other is unusual death, i.e. death from accidents,
disaster, homicide or suicide and abnormal labour.

The researcher found that rites of usual and unusual deaths are different.
Rites of usual death are neat, elegant and warm. However, rites of unusual
death are short, cool and conditional. Nowadays, people in Mu Ban Pa Pong
and Mu Ban Pa Fang still remained and inherited these cultural heritages

which are an unique Lanna custom.





