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The purposes of this study were to investigate (1) factors resulting in
economic, social and cultural changes in suburban communities and (2) the
consequences of these changes. The study was conducted in 1960 and in
2005. There were 35 subjects who were divided into 3 groups.

It was found that both external and internal factors caused changes in
the economy, society and culture of suburban communities. The external
factors included government policies, mass communication and urban

expansion and the internal factors included environment, individualism and
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community culture.

In terms of economy, there were changes in manufacturing, product
management and consumption. Manufacturing for household consumption
made the transition to manufacturing for sale. The elderly in the family used
to be in charge of managing the products but later this shifted to those who
were responsible for such products having to manage the products themselves.
The community members used to consume for existence within the family but
later they came to favor consumerism. As a result, more and more of those
who were involved in agriculture took up jobs in the non-agriculture sector.

As regards society, the social structure, the social order and the
relationships within the family and the community were all changed. The
social structure was changed in that all social aspects used to be interrelated
but this changed with only some aspects remaining related while others did
not. As for social order, the members no longer listened to the elderly;
consequently, laws have since been introduced to control the members’
behavior. The original study showed that members used to be kind and
hospitable to others whereas the more recent one reveals that they have
become more individualistic, weakening the strong bonds between family
members and between community members.

As for culture, the members used to behave according to established
beliefs, rules, values and social standards but in more recent times they no
longer pay much attention to these standards. As a result, some of them

participate less in religious activities.





