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This study has two objectives: (1) to study impacts of water management
policy on communities, and (2) to study “Pha-pa Fatao”, a development process
which utilizes cooperation from alliance organizations and volunteers to build
clay houses.

The study is based on a qualitative approach using documents and
participative observation at Man Yuen community, Thep Sathit district,
Chaiyaphum province. This community is affected by the three dams launched
by the government under water management policy.

The findings are:

1. Such a water management policy, people in Man Yuen community
lost their houses, natural resources, and occupations.

2. Pha-pa Fatao 1s a development process based on Buddhism ceremony
to mobilize involved people to build clay houses for the community. A merit
making ceremony (Pha-pa) and a custom of traditional labor pulling (Long
Khaek) are utilized as the tools to link the community with the outsiders: NGOs
and volunteers, both Thais and foreigners. It also involves many social activities,
such as labor pulling in making clay blocs by feet, networking, mutual learning

between local people and volunteers from outside of the community.





