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This research has three objectives: (1) to search for local leaders who
have influence on the election of senators; (2) to explore the relationships
between local leaders and senators; and (3) to investigate how local leaders
influence the election of senators in Phatthalung province.

The study is based on a qualitative approach using documents and in-
depth interviews with key informants such as the elected senators and the
local leaders in Phatthalung province.

The findings are:

1. Local leaders who have influence on the election of senators can be
divided into two groups: formal leaders such as subdistrict headmen, village
headmen, a chief executive of the Provincial Administrative Organization
(PAO), chief executives of the Subdistrict Administrative Organizations
(SAOs), former representatives of the National Parliament, teachers and
government officials; and informal leaders such as senior citizens and
businessmen in the pfovince.

2. The relationships between local leaders and senators can be divided
into two types. The first type is a patron-client relationship, and the second
type is a clan-like relationship. A patron-client relationship obviously takes
the form of a vertical power structure. In this structure, the patrons are the
elected senators who are retired government officials and the clients are the
local leaders. On the other hand, a quasi-clan relationship occurs in a
horizontal power structure in the form of clan-like relationships between local
leaders and constituents.

3. In order to repay their patrons, local leaders play a role as mediators
in persuading constituents to elect particular senators as a sequlae of quasi-

clan relationships.





