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This thesis investigates reader comprehension of sports news in Thai
daily newspapers. Studied are the demographic characteristics of the subjects
under investigation which influence their comprehension of sports news in
Thai daily newspapers. Considered also are the linguistic characteristics of the
actual phrases, idioms and other forms of language used to present the sport
news in Thai daily newspapers.

This thesis as an exercise in quantitative rqsearch required sampling
400 respondents from eight areas of Bangkok. The questionnaire used in this

investigation yielded data allowing for its analysis, formulation, and tabulation in

terms of frequency distribution, mean, percentage and standard deviation,
whereby the hypothesis of the thesis could be tested. |

Regarding demographic characteristics, it was found that the male
respondents work for private companies or banks with an average monthly
salary ranging from 10,000 to 15,000 baht per month.

It was found that the readers canvassed understood the headlines,
introductions, and the details of the sports news at the highest level. It was
also found that those sampled easily understood the meanings of the words
used in the headlines. They also held that the narrative and its use of idioms
and proverbs can be easily grasped. Furthermore, they believed that using symbols
and nicknames in addition to the forms used by writers made the sports news
more interesting. Those sampled readily understood that the forms and words
and even the style used in the sports news are influenced by foreign cultures
even in regard to the peculiarities of the writing styles of individual writers.

It was found that the critical section of the sports news was very important
for reader comprehension since it provided essential explanations. Moreover,

those sampled urge news writers to be neutral or unbiased.

Finally, it was found overall that the highest degree of reader understanding

was in regard to the introductions and details.





