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This thesis is concerned with the importance and interpretation of the
meaning of political cartoons appearing in daily newspapers. The political
cartoons are studied in terms of being a means of communication and being
reflective of political events and phenomena. Finally, also studied is the role
of newspapers in providing political information. These political cartoons
represent the views of Kamin. They are seen as a form of artistic criticism of
socio-political events. Sometimes these cartoons exemplify political satire,
thereby showing how they should be distinguished from other forms of media

communication. Each line in the drawings subtly leads to a presentation of

dramatic characters. It is a powerful tool which oscillates between humorous
and cﬁtical poles.

The researcher investigated political cartoons published during the
period when Thaksin Shinawatra was Prime Minister. The main objective was
to analyze the impact of political events on the drawing of political cartoons.
The analysis therefore required the comparison of content analysis and the
reality of political events. |

The researcher found that the political cartoons were indeed a
reflection of contemporary political events. Political events formed a context.
In turn, this context prompted cartoonists to express their ideas .and opinions
in cartoons. The ideas and opinions expressed in the cartoons were
concomitantly reflective of those of ordinary citizens, and thus did not provide
knowledge of politics in the strict sense. Therefore, the presentation of
cartoons in daily newspapers was an alternative form of effective political -
communication indicative of the role and influence of the media. Finally,
although such cartoons were an indirect means of communication, their
effectiveness was enhanced by content redolent of particular socio-political

values.





