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This thesis investigates the problem of nuclear weapons in the Korean
Peninsula in the form of a case study of the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea. Considered are the origins of this problem and how it developed.
Additionally investigated is how this problem affects the Korean Peninsula.
Finally, summarized are the issues surrounding this problem, and
recommendations for avenues of solution are also provided.

The method of study involved study of relevant documents,
Investigation shows that it was suspected that the Democratic People’s

Republic of Korea (DPRK) desired to possess nuclear weapons as early as
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1947. In 1947 and 1955, the DPRK and the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics (USSR) signed agreements regarding nuclear research by virtue of
providing for the training of DPRK nuclear physicists in the USSR (1947,
1955). In addition, the Nyongbyang Nuclear Research Center was established
in October 2002. Finally, the DPRK has acknowledged that it has a nuclear
weapons development program.

At the same time, such organizations as the United Nations (U.N.) have
played important roles in instigating negotiations with the DPRK in regard to
the suspension of its nuclear weapons development program. To this end, it
convinced the People’s Republic of China (PRC) to serve as host for
negotiations dealing with this issue. So far there have been seven rounds of
important negotiations. The most recent negotiations were held in 3-18
F ebi‘uary, 2007. As a result of this round of negotiations, the DPRK agreed to
close its nuclear laboratories and to shut down its nuclear reactors in exchange
for assistance from the United States of America (USA) in many areas worth
300 million U.S. dollars.

Related organizations should accelerate negotiations regarding the
suspension of the DPRK nuclear weapons program. The United States must
be a key nation in handling this matter and in the development and execution
of a sustainable peace accord. The USA should remove the DPRK from its
terrorist black list and terminate financial sanctions. Finally, however, all
interested parties should cooperate in finding solutions for problems involving

the Korean Peninsula by coordinating their efforts.





