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Sodium carboxymethyl rice starches (SCMRSs) were prepared from nine strains of
native rice starches with varied amylose contents between 14.7 and 29.1%. The reaction was
carried out at 50°C for 120 minutes using monochloroacetic acid as a reagent under alkaline
condition and 1-propanol as a solvent. Following the determination of the degree of
substitution (DS), the physicochemical properties as well as some pharmaceutical properties
of SCMRSs powders and pastes were investigated. The DS ranged from 0.25 to 0.40. All
SCMRSs dissolved in unheated water and formed viscous gel. A good positive correlation
was observed between the amylose content and the DS (r=0.9278) but not the pH and the
viscosity. SEM and XRD concurrenﬂy revealed significant physical alteration of SCMRS
granules compared to those of native starches which reflected the changes in the properties
of CMRS. At 3% w/w, SCMRS can function as tablet binder in the wet granulation of both
water-soluble and water-insoluble diluents. The tablets compressed from these granules
showed good hardness, with less capping problem compared to those prepared using
pregelatinized native rice starch (PGNRS) as binder. Formu|ation of paracetamol tablets
using various diluents and utilizing SCMRS in comparison with PGNRS, HPMC, PVP and
SCMC as binders showed that SCMRSs were more effective than PGNRS in all
formulations, when tablet hardness and disintegration time were evaluated. SCMRS-Chainat
1 was particularly of interest as it exhibited release-controlling property and can potentially be
employed in the development of matrix-system controlled release tablets. In addition,
SCMRS formed good films and actual tablet coating with aqueous-based SCMRS solution

yielded good and smooth coated tablets.





