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This thesis investigates motivations for studying in the Master of Arts
Program in Mass Communications at Ramkhamhaeng University.
Ascertained are demographic characteristics of the students engaged in this
program. Canvassed additionally are the reasons they chose to study in this
program and the particular component of the program with which they
decided to engage. Considered also are the aspects of program reliability and
the advantages of studying in such a program.

The research population for this investigation was comprised of two

hundred students enrolled in the Master of Arts (Special Program) in Mass
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Communications at Ramkhamhaeng University in the period between 2004
and 2007. These respondents completed a relevant questionnaire. The data
collected were4 analyzed, formulated and tabulated in terms of frequency
distribution, mean, percentage, and standard distribution allowing for the
testing of the hypothesis of this thesis.

Demographic characteristics of the respondents show that they are
females between the ages of thirty-one and forty. They are unmarried holders
of a bachelor’s degree or its equivalent with at least six years of work
experience. Most of them are employees of private companies or banks whose
monthly salary is between 20,001 and 25,000 baht.

These students are interested in this program, first, because they
believe its lecturers are excellent and open-minded in addition to being
willing to listen to their students and being able to solve any problems
regarding their programs of study. A second reason interest has been
generated is the new and high-technology equipment used in the mass
communications program. This program now involves the study of
telecommunications by means of a video-conferencing system in seminar and
study rooms. A third reason for interest in the program is that it is a varied
and practical program with reasonable credit fees. Finally, a further important
reason is the reputation and identity of Ramkhamhaeng University.

Although the university has a reputation for offering educational
opportunities to everyone, the additional criteria for accepting students in the

Master of Arts Program in Mass Communications include work experience,
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vision, and test scores. Such criteria guarantee the basic/ quality of the
students in the program. In order to produce qualified graduate students, the
basic “knowlédge and morals” course is also available. Finally, an Internet-
grounded assessment and evaluation system makes the program more reliable.

The advantages for students entering the study program are that it
provides opportunities for them in the mass communication business, makes
effective use of their free time and allows them to become more self-
confident.

In conclusion, the quality and qualifications of the lecturers and the
reputation of the university are the most common motives for studying in the
Master of Arts Program in Mass Communications at Ramkhamhaeng

University.





