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As an exercise in experimental research, this thesis considers the
perception of and interest in dance as a sport on the part of the youth investigated
in the course of the current undertaking. Investigated are the demographic
characteristics of the youthful respondents insofar as they impinge upon their
perception of and interest in dance as a sport. Additionally studied is the
relationship between the content of dance as a sport and the presentation
techniques used by the communications media and other means of communication
in the course of conveying information on dance as a sport and the youth’s
perception of and interest in dance as a sport. Finally, taken into account is

the relationship
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between the perception of and the interest in dance as a sport on the part of
the youth under investigation.

The research population was selected through the technique of purposive
sampling. The research population was comprised of ninety students at Suan
Sunandha Rajabhat University divided mto three groups of thirty students each.
The criterion used for dividing the students into three groups was the means
whereby information was conveyed to them concerning dance as a sport,
namely, personal communication, video and the print media.

A questionnaire was used as a tool to collect data. The data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics, and were thereby formulated and tabulated in terms
of frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. The hypothesis was
tested using one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA), t-test, correlation
coefficient, and a pair sample test. The findings are as follows:

1. The demographic characteristics of gender, age, domicile, and
experience in respect to dance as a sport had no effects on the perception of
and interest in dance as a sport on the part of the youth canvassed.

2. Different means of communication differentially affected the
perception of and interest in dance as a sport as expressed by the youth being
investigated. Individuals conveying such information generated a higher level
of perception of and interest in dance as a sport than was the case in regard to
videos and the print media.

3. The content of dance as a sport was positively correlated with the

perception of and interest in dance as a sport on the part of the youth being
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considered at a statistically significant level of 0.05. As such, at a high level
the content of dance as a sport enhanced their perception of and interest in
dance as a sport.

4. The presentation technique of the means of communication concerning
dance as a sport was positively correlated with the perception of and interest in
dance as a sport by the youth being studied at a statistically significant level of
0.05. The nature of the presentation technique therefore enhanced the youth’s
perception of and interest in dance as a sport at a high level.

5. The relationship between the perception of and the interest in dance
as a sport was positively correlated in regard to those being investigated.

The findings indicate that support for dance as a sport is connected
with using individuals as channels of communication. This indicates that more
individuals should become experts in dance as a sport. At the same time there
should be more stress on promoting dance as a sport in the mass media in
order to ensure a higher level of perception of and interest in dance as a sport
on the part of the youth. Suggestions regarding future research include the
study of the effectiveness of media and other channels of communication in
conveying information concerning the requisite skills youthful participants
need in practicing dance as a sport. If dance as a sport becomes popular, survey
research should be conducted concerning the opinions of the general public in

regard to dance as a sport.





