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This thesis intends to examine activities of non-governmental
organization to help Burmese refugees on the humanitarian basis in Thailand.
It also studies effects of these activities on the relationship between Thailand
and Burma.

It is found that Thailand has taken care of Burmese refugees in camps
along Thai-Burma border since 1984. These refugees fled the country mainly
because of wars between minorities and the government forces, foreign
investment in Burma, and human rights abuses by the government forces in
such manners as forced labor, destructive of life and property, and rapes. All
these have led the Burmese people to flee into Thailand in a great number and

they remain in Thailand until today.
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The humanitarian assistance of the Thai government has been
supported by international non-governmental organizations which want to
help the suffering people according to the humanitarian principle. These
NGOs have been organized into the Committee for the Coordination of
Services to Displaced Persons in Thailand (CCSDPT) and the Thailand
Burma Border Consortium (TBBC) responsible for providing food and
shelter, clothing and medicine and other assistance. These organizations have
coordinated with the Ministry of the Interior in arranging facilities and
security.

Besides, the activities of the NGOs in providing the refugees with
physical welfare, there is also the ‘Burma Issues’ which is an NGOs in charge
of development and education of the refugees. The ‘Burma Issues’ provides
the refugees with human rights education and training. The role of the NGOs
has been coordinated with refugee committees in various camps.

The Thai government acknowledges and supports the role and
activities of these NGOs along the humanitarian line. On the other hand, the
Burmese government may not be agreeable to the position taken in this regard
by the Thai side, fearing that this could help the minorities in opposition to the
Burmese government. The displeasure, however, should not affect the
relationship between the two neighboring countries. In fact, Thailand has to
carry the burden in this matter because the refugees have suffered from
actions taken by the Burmese government. Moreover, the assistance given to

the refugees by the NGOs with regard to development in various aspects will

finally benefit Burma as far as human resource development is concerned.
Therefore, the activities of the NGOs should not cause any problem to the

relations between the two neighboring countries.





