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ABSTRACT
180835

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) is an emerging infectious disease and
pandemic which is highly pathogenic. Hospitals should be prepared for the prevention. and
control measures. This descriptive study aimed to investigate the preparedness for prevention and
control of SARS among 25 regional hospitals. Population in this study consisted of 25 hospital
directors, and 69 infection control nurses, and the sample of 465 professional nurses. Data were
collected by using self-administered questionnaires, which were constructed by the researcher.
Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics and grouping the content.

The results revealed that the preparedness of the majority of hospital directors in
policy management were at a high level (85%), and 15% at a moderate level, in public relations
60% were at a high level and 35% at a moderate level. The preparedness of infection control
nurses in structure and space, 15.3% were at a high level, and 78.5% at a moderate level. In
preparation of equipments, 81.5% were at a high level, 18.5% at a moderate level and in
surveillance system, 98.5% were at a high level. Twenty seven point seven percent of infection
control nurses had the knowledge score at a high level and 70.8% at a moderate level, whereas
94.9% of professional nurses were at a moderate level and 3.9% at a low level.

The results show that the hospitals should be prepared with regards to structure and
space for SARS patients especially for airborne infection isolation rooms. Public relations need
to be strengthened. It is necessary to enhance knowledge on prevention and control of Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome among the nursing personnel, which will improve the quality of

care.





