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A research on ‘Resource Access and Livelihood Strategies of Communities in Khao
Yai National Park: A Case Study of Cha-Om Sub-district, Kaeng Khoi District, Saraburi
Province’ aims to: 1) investigate the historical development and potentiality of the community
which led to conflicts over claims in access and control of resource; 2) explain discourse of
conservation and restriction of protected area affecting the claims and access to resources; 3)
analyze the process of problem solving regarding the overlapping claims in access to and
management of natural resources; and 4) understand patterns and strategies in adjusting the means
of living in order to maintain livelihood in the protected area.

This research has taken three conceptual tools: 1) political ecology approach; 2) the
complexity of rights and conflicts over access to resources; and 3) livelihoods. Qualitative
approach was a major research method but a variety of research tools were used to collect data
including household survey, interview, global positioning system, aerial photographs and satellite
images. The combinations of primary data collected from field research and secondary sources
from document as well as people interview were analyzed. Research results were presented in the
forms of explanation and interpretation with some illustrations, graphs and maps. Statistical
techniques included percentage and means.

The prime condition leading to all following conflicts was the declaration of Khao Yai
National Park, B.E. 2505. As a result, some parts of the park areas have overlapped those of
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~—which the local communities had relied their livelihood upon. The major research results revealed

as follows:

. In eaffy period, these communities had settled and used the natural resources in this
" area long before the declaration of the national park. Rights and decision making in utilization of
resources were based on equal access.

Later, after the declaration of the national park, the state took over the power to control
~ the area from the local communities. Following with larger contexts of social, political and
economic changes, these communities encountered with different patterns, restrictions, prbblems
in resources utilization. In particular, the villagers have faced restrictions in access to land and
water resources resulting from the national park rules and state regulation. The hegemonic power
of state over local resources has exerted pressures on natural resource space and social space of
the communities. The situations forced the villagers to contest over claims and control of the
resources.

Through analysis of the negotiation process of power over resources between state and
local communities, the research found diverse forms of rights over the resource uses in which
different groups of people employed such as rights of access, withdrawal, management,
exclusion, and transfer. Means of making claims were complicated with certain conditions of
time, space and social dimensions as well as different views of people. However, the state has
exclusively accepted the state property regime in protected area. In effect, it has denied the
diversity of community controls over the resources. Eventually, various forms of conflicts have
emerged in the area. _

Encountering the pressures from the national park authority, the villagers have been
adapting their livelihoods to negotiate with the powerful factofs by sorting out their livelihood
assets and capitals such as human, social, natural, physical, financial and political capitals. In
using of livelihood assets and capitals, different patterns of relations occurred including support,
exclusion, contradiction. However, the existing restrictions, especially living in the protected area,
have prohibited the villagers from access to the livelihood capitals that provided them the
necessities. As a result, their livelihoods had to connect to the changing situations from outside
communities. No matter what different livelihoods they had, the villagers shared a common goal
of sustainable livelihoods.





