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iThe purpose of this research was to study the effects of using task-based activities on English
languagé1 communicative ability of second year students at the Royal Thai Air Force Academy. The
sub]ects lof this research were 2 groups of the second year students in the academic. year of 1996 at the
Royal Tha1 Air Force Academy under the jurisdiction of the Royal Thai Air Force. The two groups, 20
students|each were not significantly different in English foundatron knowledge at the 0.05 level of
sxgmﬁca*rce The first group was the experimental. group taught by using task-based activities which were
small gr{)up work and pair work. The second was the ‘control group taught by using the activities in the
mstructor text book which was teacher - centered. Both groups were taught by the researcher for 5 weeks,
10 perlods per group In this research, there were 2 mstuments constructed by the researcher. The first
one wa.sI the lesson plans for the expenmental and the control groups, 10 for each group. The second
' mstrumept was the test of ability in using English for communication. The two instruments were
' wapprovet} the content validity and appropnateness of the language use by 5 specialists. The test had the
level of :difﬂcu}ty of 0.25-0.80, the power of discrimination of 0.20-0.70 and the reliability of 0.86
IThe result of the research revealed that the English language communicative ability of the
integratq;d skills and each skill i.e. listening, speaking, reading and writing skills of the students taught by
using taIFk-based activities was higher than those of the students taught by using the activities in the

|
instructok text book at the 0.01 level of significance.
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