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}'I‘he purpose of this reseach was to compate the inferencing ability and inferencing strategies used
in Englisih reading of mathayom suksa six students with different levels of English proficiency and prior
reading ]:)ackgxound. The samples of this research were 455 mathayom suksa six students studying in the
second s{amester of the academic year 1996 in the secondary schools under the jurisdiction of the Department
of Gener%al Education, educational region 11.The samp}es were randomed by using the multi-stage random
samp]jngi technique. Research instruments consisted of the English- proficiency test and pdor reading
backgrouind test for selecting the sample and the inferencing ability and strategies test for collecting data. All
the tests ;were approved theirs approprateness of content and the languagé used by five experts before trying
twice. Tl;e reliability of the English proficiency testthe prior reading background test, and the inferencing
ability an:d strategies test were 0.84, 0.81, 0.88 respectively. The data obtained were statistically analyzed by
I;Jeans ol‘} arithmetic mean, standard deviation, two-way analysis of variance, and compared the inferencing
saategies; used by Chi Squaze and presented in tables with description.

:*I’he results of the study were as follows:

:[1. There was a statistically significant difference in the infrencing strategies used in English reading
of studen;ts with different levels of English proficiency and prior reading background at .01 level

:2. There was a Statistically significant difference in the inferencing ability in reading English of
mathayox*l suksa six students with different levels of English proficiency and prior reading background at the
.01 level S

}3. There was an interaction between levels of English proficiency and prior reading background on

|
the inferélncing ability in reading English of mathayom suksa six students at .01 level of significance.
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