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This thesis was an analytical and comparative study of renowned Thai and Lao
heroic epics, Lilitt Talengphai and Thao Hung or Jueng. The objective of the this study
was twofold: to examine heroism and heroic deeds of the two kings in these Thai and
Lao heroic epics; and to scrutinize common as well as the unique characteristics of
heroes in these Thai and Lao heroic epics in terms of heroism and heroic deeds. The
findings revealed the foliowing: both epics were composed in verse called khlong; with
some variations. The verse form of the Thai Lilitt Talengphai was called /ilit which was a
mixture of khlong and raai. Lilit was composed of precise pointed words with powerful
connotations. The literary language in /ilit is highly elevated, grand, and dignified. As for
the khlong in Thao Hung or Jueng, the language used was ancient, short, simple, but
effective and grand. Both epics were outstanding in terms of versification and style of
writing. The epics recounted the heroic kings' bravery to commemorate and praise the
heroes and their heroic deeds at great length. They both were complex and hard to
understand due to their use of ancient languages. They presented the ethnic histories
via aesthetic language and emotion according to the epic conventions. The epics were
great in contents and prosody. Both heroes enjoyed the heroic characteristics of being
great warriors, resolutely brave, charismatic, having great leadership qualities, being
principle oriented, being revered and respected, and being true to love. The most
frequent heroic deeds included warfare. The most outstanding heroic deed was the

battle on elephants’ backs. Other common characteristics included being skilled in
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battle, being resolutely brave, having charisma, high births, possessing blessed objects,
being good leaders, being principle oriented, well loved and well respected, and true to
love. In terms of unique characteristics, Phra Naresuan's heroism did not include
sensual love. His love and compassion was solely for his subjects and soldiers. The
heroism of Thao Hung or Jueng included his true love for his beloved. The two epics
were found to set in different time periods. Thus, the types of heroes were not identical.
In terms of common and unique characteristics, it was found that both heroes led their
own battles as well as assisting others’ battles. Both fought in their battles on elephants’
backs. However, there were some differences. The elephant’'s back fighting in Thao
Hung or Jueng described the great battle of a great number of elephants in a great
battle field. In Lilit Talengphai, the elephant’'s back fighting described the most vivid
pictures of the two elephants as well as the bravery, dignity, and grandeur of the battle
with the most splendid language. In short it is clear that the poets aimed to present the
greatness of the heroes and the unity of the troupes of both sides. The opponents were
also presented in compatibly distinctive pictures. In both cases, the heroism and heroic
deeds of the two kings could be presented to foster the patriotic awareness among the
younger generations which in turn could inspire them to dedicate themselves to the

benefit of their countries.





