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The selective reductions at carbon-carbon double bond of some a,B-unsaturated
amides, a,B-unsaturatedesters and a,p-unsaturated ketones byan inexpensive and readily
available sodium borohydride (NaBH,) in combination with iodine (I,) or pyridine were
investigated. The NaBH,/pyridine reducing system performed the better yield on
conjugated amides, while the NaBH,/l, system was outstanding on the conjugated ester
reductions. Unfortunately, both corresponding reducing systems were not suitable for

selective reduction of conjugated ketones, only unsaturated alcohols were produced.





