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The objectives of this thesis are fourfold: (1) to study the importance
and the historical background of a political party’s electoral base building;
(2) to study the methods used by a particular political party engaged in
electoral base building; (3) to study whether or not once built an electoral base
affects political coMitment; and, finally, (4) suggestions are offered
regarding electoral base building in Samut Songkhram Province.

The findings indicate that there have been two methods used in the
electoral base building of the Democrat Party in Samut Songkhram Province:

1. Electoral base building has made use of the party’s image as a

political party. This has been done by stressing the party’s policies, its
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reputation, its longevity as an existing political party, the superior leadership
of its leader, its selection of excellent candidates for office, and its
accomplishments and projects. All of these alleged characteristics have been
used to enhance the image of the party in the eyes of those comprising its
electoral base.

2. In electoral base building, it has been deemed important to select
candidates for the House of Representatives exhibiting the following
attributes: qualifications and personality suitable for someone holding a seat
in the House, maintaining close relationships with party members, being
approachable by members of the general public, and having participated in a
sphere of activities deemed responsive to the needs of members of the general
public in regard to a number of features.

Concerning the commitment of the electoral base of the Democrat
Party in Samut Songkhram Province, opinion polls indicate that the members
of the general public still admire and evince a tendency to vote for the
Democrat Party through the candidates running for office under its auspices.
This is a consequence of the close relationship the party has enjoyed with its
electoral base and the assistance it has rendered to the party faithful, its
candidates and its electoral base as a whole. Furthermore, the electoral base
has been built‘through being able to combine the strengths of the party as a
whole and those individual candidates who run for office in its name. Any
changes in this symbiotic relationship between party and candidate will lead

to a decline in the electoral base of the party.

A number of suggestions are made regarding how the Democrat Party
in Samut Songkhram Province can maintain its popularity and electoral base.
First, political activities should follow and even surpass the traditional
techniques used by the party in reaching out to the general public in a direct
and personal fashion. Finally, the media should be more frequently and more

extensively employed in helping to construct a clearly positive image of the

party.





